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July 12, 2021 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Community Members: 

It is with great humility and excitement that I write to introduce myself as your new principal. It is truly an 

honor to become a member of the Hampton family. I look forward to serving our Hampton community with 

great pride and enthusiasm as we build upon current traditions, train-up future leaders, and cultivate creativity 

among all students.  

Hampton Middle School is known for high academic standards, exceptional work ethic, and honor. I am 

committed to advancing the current values, in addition to listening, celebrating, and working together to ensure 

that Hampton Middle School is the number one middle school in the state of Georgia for positive student 

experience and community engagement. 

With nearly 20 years in education, I have leadership experience as an instructional leader, department chair, 

mentor, teacher, athletic director, and assistant principal. I earned my Bachelors of Science degree in Health & 

Physical Education at the University of Central Oklahoma, Masters of Science Degree in Health, Kinesiology, 

& Health Studies at Northeastern State University, and Education Specialist degree in Educational Leadership 

from the University of West Georgia. 

I am looking forward to the new school year and all it brings. I cannot wait to hear student chatter among 

friends during lunch, the sounds of whistles at competitions, teachers teaching, students sharing ideas, 

instruments playing, and the Hornet’s Nest buzzing like never before. 

It is my belief that when we can do the common things of life in an uncommon way, we will command the 

attention of the world – George Washington Carver. I hope to see each of you soon. It is a great day to be a 

Hornet!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

James J. R. Thornton, Ed.S. 

Principal, Hampton Middle School 

 


